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1 April 2009
Australian Embassy helps Ban Sainsouk Centre

With funding from the Australian Government to the Ban Sainsouk Centre (House of 100,000 Happiness), physiotherapy equipment, furniture and wheelchairs have been handed over to the Centre this week. 

The Australian Embassy’s Direct Aid Program provided funding of USD$4,933 for the purchase of physiotherapy equipment, adjustable eating tables and chairs, and five wheelchairs for the centre.  This equipment will provide children with increased independence giving them more mobility through the use of wheelchairs, encouraging independent eating skills with the use of adjustable tables and chairs, and improving staff resources enabling them to practice effective rehabilitation activities.

Ban Sainsouk Centre is the initiative of a mother of a child with cerebral palsy.  After waiting without success for finance and help from NGO’s Ms Sirisonsouk Sundara decided to set up and fund the facility herself.  A donation from a private source built an extension for the house, however there was no funding to purchase additional equipment for the children to improve facilities at the centre.  Ban Sainsouk currently has 13 children who attend five days a week and they are looked after by nine staff.

Mr Bounvien Luangnyot, the President of the Lao Disabled People’s Association presided over the handover ceremony that was also attended by Ms Sisakoun Sundara, the older sister of the founder of the Centre, from the Finance and Administration Office of CP Child Working Team, Lao Disabled People’s Association.  Ms Sundara thanked the Australian Embassy for the support of the DAP program and emphasised the impact the funding has had on the centre, greatly improving facilities and the health and happiness of the children. 

The Direct Aid Program is a small-scale grants program managed by the Australian Embassy in Vientiane. The purpose is to support community projects that address basic humanitarian hardship and reduce poverty by directly assisting poor and disadvantaged groups in the areas of community health, schools/ education, small-scale infrastructure; rural development; and the environment. 

The Australian Embassy in Vientiane will soon be seeking applications for good small scale community development projects in Lao PDR. For further information, visit http://www.laos.embassy.gov.au/vtan/cooperation.html or telephone 021 353 800.

