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AUSTRALIAN MINING EXPERTISE ON OFFER IN THE LAO PDR

Eight Australian mining equipment and technology service companies are visiting the Lao PDR on Thursday 13 May 2010 (this week) on a three day program with the aim of increasing trade collaboration between Australia and Laos. 

The group is the first Australian Government mining mission to the Lao PDR and includes major mining contractors, project financiers, as well as leading mining technology, equipment and service providers from Australia. 

The Australian Ambassador to Lao PDR, H.E. Dr. Michelle Forster said that initiatives such as the Australian Mining Mission would help strengthen commercial ties between Australia and Lao PDR.

“As mining will be an important driver of Laos’ future economic growth, this visit by leading Australian mining technology, equipment and service providers gives the local industry a unique opportunity to tap into Australian knowledge and expertise,” said Ambassador Forster.

“In adapting to some of the world’s most remote and harsh operating environments, the Australian mining industry has become highly innovative, productive and efficient. Australia is now a world leader in mining solutions and we want to see greater collaboration between Australia and Laos,” Ambassador Foster said.

In welcoming the companies to the Lao PDR, Australia’s Senior Trade and Investment Commissioner, Ms Maurine Lam, highlighted the expertise of Australia’s mining industry. 

“The Australian Trade Commission has brought mining companies at the forefront of services and technology to Laos to help further develop the national industry,” Ms Lam said.

“The group of eight companies which specialise in telecommunications, mineral processing, material handling and contract mining are looking to lending their expertise or partner with local companies to help develop the local industry,” Ms Lam said.

Participating companies include: Fibre Solutions providing telecommunication solutions, construction and mining contractors Leighton Contractor Asia, Ludowici offering mineral processing equipment, Mesabi supplying flexible core heat exchanges,  Scantech International, providing process control solutions, Sykes Group offering mining and industrial pumps, Telestack Australasia providing Mobile Bulk Material Handling Solutions and Citland International offering mining supplies.  
According to the Australian Trade Commission, Australia has some 2,500 companies involved in the mining sector employing 320,000 workers and approximately sixty per cent of the world’s mines use mining software developed in Australia.

The Australian mission will attend a VIP Business luncheon and an Australian Mining Technology networking function on Thursday, 13 May. The Networking function, which will be held at Settha Palace Hotel from 6pm, will bring together key mining companies from Laos, Thailand and Cambodia to form a Greater Mekong event. 

The events are supported by the Lao National Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the Australia New Zealand Business Association (ANZBA) and Phu Bia Mining and are sponsored by the ANZ Bank.  The group will also visit Phu Bia Mining’s Phu Kham mine site. 

Questions should be addressed to Pannalak Lieokomol, Business Development Manager, Australian Trade Commission, 37 South Satorn Road, Bangkok, telephone: +662 3446334, email: pannalak@austrade.gov.au 

